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email stjohnlutheran1878@gmail.com
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Pastor Jeremy Winter

We are Followers of Christ,
Growing in Faith, Equipping Disciples
Called to Serve in His Name.

Mission Statement; St. John Lutheran Church, NALC




Thank you for

sharing a
poinsettia in
memory of a
loved one
during the
Christmas
season.

Ken & Debbie Woelber,
memory of our loved ones.

Altar Guild

Saturday, January 10
9:00am
Take down Christmas decorations.

Ladies PACK

Wednesday, January 14
6:30pm
Meeting at church fellowship hall
Planning for the next year’s activities.

BREAD of LIFE

We had our December Bread of Life
distribution on the 17th! We had 43
families come through.

We are asking for toilet paper for the
month of January!
Thanks so much for
all of your support !

Confirmation Class

Class begins on
Wednesday, January 7

Congratulations

Atalie and Rob Sanchez, Las Vegas
Celebrate the birth of their son,

Atlas Joseph, born December 12, 2025.
Atlas weighed 9lbs, 3 oz.

Big sister Hazel welcomes him home.
Grandparents Michael & Darla Eeten
Great-grandmother Lois Hollander.

St John Lutheran
Church, naLc

Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 18, 2026
Following worship service
Lunch served
Youth providing daycare service
for the meeting.

Alternate Date: January 25, 2026.



New Year's Day always fascinates me. We go from one day to another, with no external
changes happening at all. The sun will rise and set at the same time. It will be the same cold in
the air and snow on the ground on January 1 as it was on December 31st. Everything will pretty
much be exactly the same. Yet there is a change, isn't there? Not in the way the world actually

is, but in the way we perceive it. For with a new year comes something else. With a new year
comes hope.

That is why we make resolutions. After all, at their core New Year's resolutions are nothing but
our hopes for changes to come. So we make plans for the specific ways we want to make
things better in the next year. We strive to live healthier and happier lives. To give up our bad
habits and take on some good ones. To just be better people. The only reasoning behind any of
this hope is, well, because it is a new year. We don’t make resolutions in July or October, We
can, but we don't. We wait for the New Year to make changes in our lives. It is the newness of it
all that makes it work.

Newness inspires hope in us. Hope that the past is behind us and that the future is going to be
different. Hope that things can change and that they will change. That with a new year, things
will get better. It doesn't always mean that the past year was horrible, but there is always
something we hope will be better. Always something we hope we can improve on. Always
something we are glad we have a new chance at. So we like a new year because new is full of
possibilities. New is full of hope.

In Christ, we also get something new. Something different from New Year's in that it is not just
hope that things will change, but an actual change. For in Christ we truly are made new. We
may not look any different externally, but we are made into different people. New people.
People whose past sins and mistakes are gone forever. People who are completely forgiven.
People who are given a new life as a child of God.

It truly is an amazing transformation and the best part is that it doesn't just happen once a year.
This newness that we receive through Christ comes to us every day. | love how Martin Luther
puts it in his Small Catechism where he says that through baptism, “daily a new person is to
come forth and rise up to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.” Every day, you
are made a new person through baptism. Your mistakes, your sins, your regrets, are all gone as
you step out to live the new life given in Christ.

Every day we can have the hope that comes with a new year. For not only is every day a new
day, but every day you are a new person. Every day, your sins are forgiven. Every day you rise
as a child of God. We should be excited every day as if it were New Year's Day, because for
us it truly is. You are a new person this day, right now, as you read this. Get excited and start
living this new life you have been given. If things don’t go as planned, don't worry or give up
hope; there is always a new day and a new you tomorrow.



Church Council Meeting
St. John Lutheran Church, Boyden, lowa

Marlyn Woelber | x | Paul Winter X | Julie Koster x | Pastor Jeremy
Scott Johnsen X | Nic Smit x | Jodi Prostrollo X
Eldon Van Dyk X | Chris Winter x | Janna Rohde X

Date: 11-9-25
Agenda
Call Meeting to Order

Devotions

« Pastor lead with devotions and prayer
Correspondence

+ Letter from NALC concerning budgets
Secretary’s Report

« The Secretary's Report was read and approved from October 5, 2025. MSC
Treasurer’'s Report

+ The Treasurer's Report was read and approved. MSC
Trustee’s Report

« Replaced motor for back heater in church.

» Windows are replaced and installed

+ Replaced batteries in all thermostats

« The boiler was inspected and approved by Fred's Plumbing.
Sunday School Report

» Need to set up stage week of December 14
Pastor’s Report

« Busy November:
Harvest Festival
Thanksgiving Eve Service - hosted at St. John
Bishop will be here Thursday

« Trunk or Treat went well - 189 cups distributed

+ Fall Festival money - plan to donate to Food Pantries
Old Business

1. Congregational meeting results

2. Sign update

3. Fall Clean up and cemetery update

4. Snow removal bids
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New Business
1. Thanksgiving Eve service-offering designation: George and Hull food pantries. MSC
2. Harvest Festival - November 16 at Reformed Church. We are in charge of bulletins.
3. BAC replacement - Marci Bergstrom
4, Christmas Eve program —apples ordered from FFA
5. Bishop visit November 13 at St. John
6. LYO - Ellie and pastor plan to lead
7. Old chairs brought to a new start up church in Minnesota

Next Meeting Date: December 7, 2025 after church service
Adjourn with the Lord's Prayer

Respectfully Submitted,
Janna Rohde

The Baptism of Jesus
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